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The Lord’s Resistance Army is Africa’s most 
persistent and notorious ‘terrorist’ group. Led by 
the mysterious Joseph Kony, it has committed a 
series of horrific human rights abuses, including 
massacres and mutilations. Since the mid 1980s, 
it is has abducted tens of thousands of people, 
including large numbers of children forced to train 
as fighters. The International Criminal Court in 2005 
issued warrants for Kony and his top commanders, 
and the United States is backing a military 
campaign against the group. But the LRA survives, 
continuing to inspire both fascination and fear.
Authoritative but provocative, The Lord’s Resistance 
Army: Myth and Reality provides the most 
comprehensive analysis of the group available. 
From the roots of the violence to the oppressive 
responses of the Ugandan government and the 
failures of the international community, this 
collection looks at this most brutal of conflicts in 
fascinating depth, and includes a remarkable first-
hand interview with Kony himself.
‘Why bad things happen in Africa. 
... there are no excuses for Joseph 
Kony and his bestial ‘Christianity’, 
but there are reasons for it 
rooted in the politics and history 
of Uganda and its neighbours. 
This book goes beyond the 
simplistic media stereotypes to 
provide the best analysis yet of 
how these child-abusers continue 
to defy international justice.’
Geoffrey Robertson QC, author of Crimes 
Against Humanity: The Struggle for 
Global Justice
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‘While it has become cliché claim that any 
book is “essential” or “required” reading 
on a given subject, in this case the praise 
is more than fitting. One could not desire 
a more comprehensive, wide-ranging yet 
coherent, deeply informed discussion of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army than the one Allen 
and Vlassenroot have put together... In the 
end, this volume is more than “essential” 
and “required”. It is utterly brilliant.’
Kevin Dunn, Assistant Professor, Hobart & William Smith 
Colleges, Geneva, NY, author of Imagining the Congo: The 
International Relations of Identity.
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